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The Outer Hebrides 
Stunning sea views and rich island history 

 

ituated on Europe’s Atlantic edge, the Scottish Western Isles of 
the Outer Hebrides are a diverse chain of interconnecting 

islands, each with their own way of life and landscape. The Outer 
Hebrides is known for its rich island history with a carefully 
preserved Gaelic culture.  
 
The Western Isles are isolated, windswept, treeless places where 
Gaelic is a working language. We stay in both parts of the principal 
island, Lewis in the north and Harris in the south, so we can see the 
best of both and what they have to offer without too much travel.  
 
Our aim is for you to experience the peace and tranquillity of this 
isolated environment with traditional Hebridean hospitality. Be 
inspired by the stunning sea views and endless skyscapes, the 
wonderful coastal scenery, ancient stone monuments, traditional turf 
roofed ‘blackhouses’ and learn about the famous Harris tweed.  
 
We stay on the outskirts of Stornoway for the first three nights for our 

explorations of Lewis and then we transfer by private coach to our 

hotel in Tarbert for the remainder of the holiday to explore Harris.  

 

During our holiday we will make use of private coach transportation 

to take us to the places we want to see and walk to and from. Gentle 

walks will be provided each day so you can really get to know Lewis 

and Harris.  

 

 

 

 

On the Isle of Lewis, highlights will include a visit to the Callanish 

standing stones, a walk at the Butt of Lewis and Lews Castle. On the 

Isle of Harris walking highlights include visiting the island of Scalpay 

with a chance to see minke whales, walking in the remote hamlet of 

Huisinis to overlook vast sandy beaches and a walk right across the 

peninsula of South Harris on the ‘Coffin Road’.  

 

Transport will take you to the places we need to go to each day. 

Everything is arranged, all you need to do is relax and enjoy the 

scenery. 

 

 
Iron Age house on Isle of Lewis  

 
                                       

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proposed Daily Itinerary 

 

ur itinerary is expected to follow the daily schedule outlined below but please bear in mind that the order of the days may be amended, or 

walks substituted, due to weather conditions or changes beyond our control. Distances, ascent/descent and timings are all approximate and 

refer only to the countryside walking element of each day.  

 

Day 1 – We fly to Stornoway Airport and travel the short distance by 

minibus to our hotel on the outskirts of the centre of Stornoway. If 

time allows, your Adagio Leader will provide you with a short 

introductory walk before dinner.   

 

Day 2 – We are driven by bus to the Butt of Lewis, which is as far 

north as you can go in the Western Isles, where we will take a walk 

round the cliffs past Stevenson’s Lighthouse. We then drive down 

the west coast to visit the Ness Historical Society Museum, then on 

to visit a blackhouse. We finish the day with the visit to view the 

impressive Callanish standing stones, known as the Stonehenge of 

the north. 

 

Day 3 – A morning walk in the wooded grounds of the nearby Lews 

Castle where on a clear day, you will see fine views over Stornoway 

and beyond to the sea. There will be time to visit the museum and 

free time for you to visit the town in the afternoon.   

 

Day 4 – We check out of our hotel and leave the Isle of Lewis to 

transfer to the Isle of Harris. We’ll see stunning views of the Uig 

peninsula en route. With its stretches of Atlantic coast bordered by 

windswept sand dunes and machair grasses, the views on our way 

to Tarbert will be energising. We take a walk through Gleann 

Lacasdail past the loch on the way into our next base, Tarbert.  

 
Day 5 – A short drive is taken to the island of Scalpay where we take 
a walk to Eilean Glas lighthouse with views to the Isle of Skye and 
perhaps even a chance to see minke whales. We return to Tarbert to 
have a tour of the gin distillery and a visit to the tweed warehouse.   
 

Day 6 – After travelling west, we spend the day at the remote hamlet 

of Huisinis taking in two short walks; one to the eagle observatory 

and the other to a spot overlooking sandy beaches and views of the 

uninhabited Isle of Scarp.     

 

Day 7 – Our bus takes us travelling around South Harris and we 
view the different scenery on foot from east to west. We’ll stop for a 
visit at the isolated St Clement’s Church at Rodel, praised as the 
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grandest medieval building in the Western Isles, lunching in a 
restaurant overlooking Berneray and North Uist. We follow this by a 
drive along the Golden Road through the Bays area with basking 
seals.   
 
Day 8 – Check out of our hotel and transfer to Stornoway Airport for 
our flight back to the mainland. If you are making your own travel 
arrangements, check out of the hotel is by 11am.  
 
To fully enjoy the walking on this holiday you should be able to walk 
along uneven undulating paths at about 2 miles per hour for 
distances of between 3 and 6 miles with walks lasting up to 3 hours. 
Some walks have shorter alternatives that you can choose. Usually, 
half of each day will be devoted to sightseeing.    
 

On the places we visit there may be paths that are uneven in places 

with some short sections of rocky surfaces. Each of the walks will be 

taken at a relaxed pace. Proper walking shoes or boots (not sandals) 

are therefore essential for this holiday, especially in wet weather 

when the ground can be boggy on some walks.  

 

______________________________________________________ 

Stornoway, Isle of Lewis 
 

tornoway is the main town on the east coast of the Isle of 

Lewis, with a population of around 11,000, making it by far the 

largest town in the Hebrides. Home to the island’s airport, Stornoway 

is a town with a wide range of facilities.  

 

Your hotel is a 15-minute walk from the centre of Stornoway. The 

first three nights of your holiday are based here.  

 

 
View from Lews Castle to Stornoway 

 

 

______________________________________________________ 

The Cabarfeidh Hotel 

Manor Park, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis HS1 2EU  

01851 702604  / cabarfeidh@calahotels.com  /  
www.cabarfeidh-hotel.co.uk 

 

he four star Cabarfeidh Hotel is situated in a quiet area, less 

than a mile from the town centre of Stornoway. You can take a 

five-minute walk from the hotel to the beautiful grounds of Lews 

Castle. The hotel has a tradition of great hospitality.  

 

Dinner each evening will be in the highly praised Solas restaurant in 

the hotel where fresh, Scottish ingredients are used extensively 

including superb local fish and seafood. There is also a spacious 

lounge, conservatory and cocktail bar where you can relax and enjoy 

a drink before or after dinner.  

 

En suite hotel room facilities include: 

• Flat screen television with Freeview channels 

• Hairdryer 

• Direct dial telephone 

• Tea and coffee facilities 

• Trouser press (iron & board available on request) 

• Complimentary bathroom toiletries 

• Complimentary Wi-Fi is available throughout the hotel 

 

 
The Cabarfeidh Hotel bedroom 

 

______________________________________________________ 

Tarbert, Isle of Harris 
 

ith a population of 800, Tarbert is the capital of Harris. The 

village dates back to 1779 when it was established as a 

fishing settlement. You will find a bank, two grocery stores, a post 

office and hairdressers here.  

 

Nestled in a valley where north and south Harris meet and set 

against a backdrop of rugged mountain peaks, Tarbert serves as a 

focal point and transport hub for the area. Your hotel is located in the 

heart of Tarbert and the remainder of your holiday will be spent here.  

 

 
Tarbert 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________ 

Hotel Hebrides 

Pier Road, Tarbert, Isle of Harris HS3 3DG 

01859 502364  / stay@hotel-hebrides.com  /  
www.hotel-hebrides.com 

 

et in beautiful Scottish landscape, the four star Hotel Hebrides 

is a boutique style hotel with individually designed bedrooms. 

The hotel offers comfort in a relaxing environment together with a 

friendly service.   

 

Dinner each evening will be in the hotel’s Pierhouse restaurant 

which offers a fine menu of modern Scottish cuisine, specialising in 
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local meat, fish and seafood dishes. The hotel also has a bar with an 

extensive selection of whiskies and traditional Scottish music.  

 

There is no lift in the hotel. If you require assistance with your 

luggage, please ask hotel staff who will be able to help you.  

 

All bedrooms are of varying size but generally bedrooms are not 

overly spacious however the excellent meals and the location of the 

hotel more than makes up for this.  

 

En suite hotel room facilities include: 

• Flat screen television with DVD player 

• Hairdryer (straighteners available on request) 

• Tea and coffee facilities 

• Iron & ironing board available on request 

• Complimentary bathroom toiletries 

• Complimentary Wi-Fi is available throughout the hotel 

• Room service  

• Laundry service 

 

 
Hotel Hebrides 

 

 

 

 

This holiday is on a half board basis throughout. Breakfasts and 

evening meals will be taken in each hotel’s restaurant. Lunches, 

usually in cafes or restaurants, will be at your expense and we 

suggest you allow at least £8 per day.  
 

 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

Adagio Leaders 
 

n Adagio Leader will accompany you throughout the holiday. 

They are all experienced travellers with a love for exploring and 

will help capture the true essence of the destination with their 

stories, knowledge and insights.  They are well-organised, pay great 

attention to detail and enjoy being with people.  They are there to 

help make your holiday as enjoyable and stress free as possible. 

 
 

______________________________________________________ 

Local Travel 

 

e include the local travel costs using private coach to travel to 

and from the hotel and to and from our destinations each day 

where required. Our Adagio Leader will arrange everything. You just 

need to be in the right place at the right time. 

 

 
Machair and beach at Bhaltos, Uig Peninsula 

 
 

______________________________________________________ 

What to bring 
 

e recommend you bring the following items with you: 

 

• Lightweight walking boots with ankle support (you may 

prefer walking shoes if you have strong ankles. No sandals.) 

• Waterproof jacket and trousers. It can rain in Scotland! 

• A sunhat, fleece and gloves… to cover all weather 

eventualities. 

• Clothing Scotland is famous for its changeable weather so our 

advice is to come prepared for all eventualities.  

• Sun cream & sunglasses.  

• A water bottle. 

• A simple basic first aid kit. 

• Deet insect spray to prevent midges bites.  

• A daypack to hold all the above. 

• Walking poles if you are accustomed to use them.  

 
 

______________________________________________________ 

Insurance and other important information 
 

lthough not compulsory for this holiday, we strongly 
recommend that you take out travel insurance to cover you in 
eventualities such as unexpected cancellation. 

 
The currency is in the Outer Hebrides is the British pound. There are 
limited ATMs on both Lewis and Harris so we advise you to bring 
money with you prior to arriving. There is a Bank of Scotland in 
Tarbert and other branches in Stornoway.  
 

 
Callanish Standing Stones 
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______________________________________________________ 

Travel Information 
 

 e fly from Glasgow to Stornoway and return with Loganair. 
The flight takes approx. 55 minutes. Direct Flights are also 
available from Manchester, Edinburgh, Inverness and 

Aberdeen with Loganair if you wish to book your travel arrangements 
independently, however we offer only a flight from Glasgow.  
 
If you prefer not to fly, a ferry service is available to Stornoway from 
Ullapool with Caledonian MacBrayne. They provide one, each way 
crossing on Sundays. For more information, visit www.calmac.co.uk 
 
Scottish Citylink coaches operate service number 961 from 
Inverness to Ullapool, with luggage handling through to Stornoway 
arrivals hall. Citylink connects with coach services from Glasgow and 
Edinburgh, which in turn connect with the National Express network. 
Booking for coaches is essential. Please see www.citylink.co.uk for 
more information.  
 
The nearest rail station is at Inverness, where railway passengers 
transfer to the coach service shown above.  
 
To reach Glasgow … 
 
Glasgow airport lies 8 miles to the west of Glasgow city and is within 
easy reach of the rest of Scotland. If driving, principal access is off 
junction 28 of the M8.  
 
All public buses depart from the front of the terminal building. 
Charter coaches pick up and drop off passengers at the short stay 
coach park on Bute Road, adjacent to international arrivals. There 
are frequent services to Glasgow city centre operated by Citylink.  
 
Paisley's Gilmour Street railway station is the nearest to the airport. 
It is only 2 miles from the terminal and can be reached by taxi or by 
regular bus services. There are direct rail services from Paisley 
Gilmour Street to Glasgow Central, Ayr and Clyde Coast 
destinations. There are five trains per hour on a Sunday from 
Gilmour Street to Glasgow Central. 
 
Please see www.glasgowairport.com/to-and-from for more 
information to help you with your travel plans to Glasgow. 
 
UK flights to Glasgow are available with British Airways from £150 

supplement return.  For further details please contact our travel 

department.  

 

 
Landscape view in the Outer Hebrides 

 

 

We include a transfer from Stornoway airport to the Cabarfeidh Hotel 
and return back to Stornoway airport from the Hotel Hebrides at the 
end of the holiday. The transfer on arrival is no more than 10 
minutes and the transfer on departure is around one hour. We also 
include the transfer between the two centres on day 4 of your 
holiday.  
 
 

If you intend joining and leaving the party in the Outer Hebrides, we 
assume, unless you have advised us otherwise, that you will meet 
the group at the Cabarfeidh Hotel in Stornoway and leave the group 
at the Hotel Hebrides in Tarbert. If this is not your intention, please 
let us know in writing at least 5 weeks before departure. 
 

 
Lighthouse at the Butt of Lewis 

 
 

______________________________________________________ 

Maps, Books and Websites 
 

Various maps are available for the area and it is largely down to 

personal taste as to how much detail you would like. You may like to 

contact: 

 

The Map Shop, 15 High Street, Upton upon Severn, Worcestershire 

WR8 0HJ 

Tel: 01684 593 146 /  Fax: 01684 594 559  /  

www.themapshop.co.uk  /  themapshop@btinternet.com 

 

The Lonely Planet guide to Scotland has a section dedicated to The 

Outer Hebrides and has some useful insights into the area, however 

The Bradt guide to the Outer Hebrides is probably the best 

guidebook for this holiday.  

 

More potentially useful information can be found at: 

www.visitouterhebrides.co.uk  

 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

Holiday Dates 2020 
 

Holiday: The Outer Hebrides 
Tour Code: 50170 
 
Departures for one week on:  
 

• Sunday 5th April 

• Sunday 2nd August 

• Sunday 6th September 
 
 
 

______________________________________________________ 

Booking and Further information 

 

You may wish to review the latest version of this Holiday Information 
Sheet online prior to travel. 
 

Please call us on 01707 386700 or email us at info@adagio.co.uk 
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